
 

Happy New Year and welcome to our first library newsletter of 2022! The library was a hub of excitement with the run 
up to Christmas last year. We had crafts and activities taking place on a lunchtime, a Book-Vent Calendar with a book 
recommendation behind each door which created lots of book talk and in Book Club we enjoyed reading ‘A Boy Called 
Christmas’ by Matt Haig and creating a festive display! This year we are looking forward to discovering even more new 
books and authors.  
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Sycamore Class Recommends... 

 
 

Izzy Recommends…  

 

 

 

When Stars are Scattered 
Victoria Jamieson and Omar Mohamed 
I would recommend this book to people who 
love a good story. This book is a graphic novel. 
It is very deep and sad but really amazing! 

 

 

Meghan Recommends…  

 

 

 

Another Twist in the Tale 
                   Catherine Bruton 

Based on the magnificent tale of Oliver 
Twist. This book is about an independent 

young woman Twill, fighting for rights in the 
Victorian era. Whilst her life is a twist, she 

makes some forever friends. 

Read Something New in 2022! 
 

 

More Recommended Reads from Sycamore Class…  
 

 

(Full book reviews available to read in the library) 
 

 

 

Sophie - The Last Bear Hannah Gold 
Isabelle - Shadow Michael Morpurgo 

Becky - The Christmasaurus Tom Fletcher 
Jess - A Boy Called Christmas Matt Haig 

Georgia - Amari and the Night Brothers B.B. Alston 
Peter - Dog Man Fetch 22 Dav Pilkey 

 
 

Last Christmas… 

Our 12 Days of Christmas Book-Vent Calendar 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 Library Assistants 
 

 

The first group of Year 6 library assistants have been a 
huge help since they joined the team last term. Georgia, 

Tallulah, Brooke, Sophie, Willow, Ruby, Ashton and  

Lucas have been helping with the library duties each 
lunchtime to support Mrs Jay-Hanmer and being great 

reading role models. Thank you! 

 

The Reading Agency kindly sent us copies of a new book 
called Fledgling by debut author Lucy Hope to read and 

review. It was great to talk about the book 
together and it was interesting to hear our 
mixed reviews. All copies are now back in 
the library, if anyone would like to borrow 

one or pop in to chat to us about it.  

A dark, gothic adventure set deep in a 
Bavarian forest, with angels and owls and 

magic and a boy who isn't all that he seems to be..  
 

Please note that some links in the newsletter may be for social media. Many authors, illustrators and publishers use these platforms as a great way of 
connecting with their audience. Parents/carers would need to access these due to age restrictions for children on most social  media sites. 

Book Club 



 

We love talking about new books and discovering new authors in the library and Mrs Jay-Hanmer has recently been  
recommending this gripping book ‘The House on the Edge’ by Alex Cotter. Alex told Mrs Jay-Hanmer that she spent a lot 
of her time growing up in Scarborough and it was the crumbling cliffs at Whitby which inspired her as a child and later 
became a spark for this story! Alex has kindly sent us some more information about herself and her love for reading… 

Hello Seamer & Irton! My name is Alex Cotter and I’m the writer of ‘The House on the Edge’, with another book due out 

this July! I’ve lived in many different places but I spent most of my childhood growing up in Yorkshire. I now live in a small 

town near Bath with my family, a new kitten called Chomsky, and a few too many woodlice. As well as writing fiction, I 

also have another job creating content for websites, articles and social media. I just love words and what they can do! 

I also LOVE stories. Stories have been a dear friend to me since the first time I picked up a book. In all honesty, I don ’t 

know where I’d be without them. Bored, probably!  

Reading has always meant more to me than flicking through the pages of a book. Stories – both real and imagined – are 

my escape into other worlds: exciting, terrifying, familiar, magical, thrilling worlds.   

Books can cheer me up, but they can also challenge me. They keep me asking questions – of myself and others. They help 

me to understand what it’s like to be all kinds of other people (and animals!). Books enable me to travel even when I’m 

stuck at home. Sometimes, they even encourage me to behave or think in a different way. 

Now, don’t you worry if you haven’t got the book bug just yet. It can take time. Or maybe you used to read a lot and 

lately you’ve lost your love for books. Like any pastime or sport, it’s when you persevere and practice that you start to 

reap the rewards. Think of it like a quest – a journey to find the kind of books that you will love; the kind that will keep 

you up in bed reading; the kind where you have to know what happens next. The kind that will even – if you’re patient – 

grow you a magical pair of wings. 

What book will you pick up next? I’d love to hear about some of your favourites! 

If you need some ideas, here are some fantastic stories I’ve read recently: 

The Shark Caller by Zillah Bethell 

When the Sky Falls by Phil Earle 

The Dream Team: Jaz Santos vs. the World by Priscilla Mante 

The Murderer’s Ape by Jakob Wegelius 

A Different Sort of Normal by Abigail Balfe 

www.alexcotter.co.uk 
 

How inspiring! We have a copy of Alex’s book ‘The House on the Edge’ in the library, suitable for Years 5 & 6. 

Please pop in to borrow or reserve. 

 

Author Spotlight 

Alex Cotter 

Where has Faith's dad gone? Why has he left his family living in an old house perched on a 
crumbling cliff top? A crack has appeared in the cliff and Faith watches anxiously as it gets 
bigger and bigger each day... 
Her brother is obsessed with the sea ghosts he claims live in the basement, and when he 
disappears as well, Faith starts to believe in the ghosts too. Can she find her brother and 
bring her father back before everything she cares about falls into the pitiless sea below?  


